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Figure 1: 1 Taylor Street, Glebe viewed from the  west 

 

Figure 2: 1 Taylor Street, Glebe locality map 
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Council Investigation Officer Inspection and Recommendation Report; Clause 
17(2) Part 8 of Schedule 5 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 (the Act)  

Officer: Bilal Badyari 

Date:  28 April 2026 

Premises: 1 Taylor Street Glebe (Sydney Secondary College - Blackwattle Bay 
Campus) 

Executive Summary 

1. The City received correspondence from the Commissioner of Fire and Rescue NSW 
(FRNSW) in relation to the subject premises dated 3 March 2026 with respect to 
matters of fire safety. 

2. The premises consists of a three storey brick building used for education purposes.  

3. The City inspected the premises on 10 March 2026, accompanied by a representative 
of the Sydney Secondary College. This inspection identified deficiencies in fire safety. 
To address this, a Fire Safety Order (Order) has been issued under the Act. 

Chronology 

Date Event 

3 March 2026 FRNSW correspondence received. 

10 March 2026 The City inspected the premises identifying deficiencies in fire safety.  

23 March 2026 The City issued a Notice of Intention (NOI) to give a Fire Safety Order 
to address identified deficiencies in fire safety.  

28 April 2026 With no representations received in response to the NOI, the City 
proceeded to issue a Fire Safety Order (Order) on 28 April 2026 to 
address the identified fire‑safety deficiencies. 

Fire and Rescue NSW Report 

4. FRNSW conducted an inspection of the subject premises on 6 February 2026. 
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Issues 

5. The report from Fire and Rescue NSW detailed issues as shown in the table below. 

Ref. Issue City response 

 Essential Fire Safety Measures 

1 Egress 

 A steel gate providing egress from 
the school to Taylor Street 
incorporates a slide bolt and padlock 
may not comply with National 
Construction Code. 

During the City’s inspection on 10 March 
2026, the steel gate was found to be 
locked with a bolt and padlock.  

In response, the City issued an Order on 
28 April 2026. The Order requires the 
building owners to engage a appropriately 
qualified person to undertake an audit of 
all building exits and undertake any 
necessary upgrades to address any 
issues identified.  

2 The loading dock/garage in Ferry 
Road, used to store the school 
minibus has an exit sign installed 
above the roller door as a means of 
egress from the garage may not 
comply with the National 
Construction Code. 

The City’s inspection on 10 March 2026 
identified exit signage in the loading dock 
was potentially misleading.  

In response, the City issued an Order on 
28 April 2026. The Order requires an audit 
of all building exits and any necessary 
upgrades to address this issue. 

 

6. FRNSW have made no direct recommendation within their report other than legislative 
notification and advised that it is at the City’s discretion to inspect and address any 
other deficiencies identified on the premises. 

Council Investigation Officer Recommendations 

7. As a result of site inspections undertaken by the City’s investigation officer on 10 

March 2026 Council has exercised its powers to issue an Order under the Act. This will 

address the identified fire‑safety deficiencies, ensure an audit of essential fire‑safety 

measures is undertaken, and require appropriate fire‑safety systems to be 

implemented throughout the building, providing improved and adequate fire‑safety 

provisions. 

8. It is recommended that the Commissioner of FRNSW be informed of the City's 

decision.  
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